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an officer, named Kajikawa Yosobei, seeing the
affray, rushed up, and holding back the infuriated
noble, gave Kotsuke no Suke time to make good
his escape.

Then there arose a great uproar and confusion,
and Takumi no Kami was arrested and disarmed,
and confined in one of the apartments of the
palace under the care of the censors. A council
was held, and the prisoner was given over to the
safeguard of a daimio, called Tamura Ukiyo no
Daibu, who kept him in close custody in his own
house, to the great grief of his wife and of his
retainers; and when the deliberations of thr
council were completed, it was decided that, as
he had committed an outrage and attacked an-
other man within the precincts of the palace,
he must perform hara kiri, that is, commit suicide
by disemboweling; his goods must be confiscated,
and his family ruined. Such was the law. So
Takumi no Kami performed hara kiri, his castle
of Ako was confiscated, and his retainers, having
become Ronins, some of them took service with
other daimios, and others became merchants.

Now amongst these retainers was his principal
councillor, a man called Oishi Kuranosuke, who
with forty-six other faithful dependents formed a
league to avenge their master's death by killing
Kotsuke no Suke. This Oishi Kuranosuke was ab-
sent at the castle of Ako at the time of the affray,
which, had he been with his prince, would never